GEM

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

AUTUMN
NEWSLETTER 2022

GEM FS LTD

Please enjoy reading our newsletter. If you
would like to discuss any of the articles
further, please do not hesitate to contact us.

PART OF

Openwork

PARTNERSHIP

4 The Bluestone Centre,, Sunrise Way, Amesbury, Salisbury SP4 7YR

don@gem-fs.co.uk | www.gemfsltd.co.uk | 01980 670403



General

What does

a financial

adviser do?

A financial adviser can help with your
investment goals, but they can also
offer many more ways to understand
and make the most of your money.

You might think that people who use financial advisers
are just investing in the stock market or need someone
to manage their portfolios. But a financial adviser can
do a whole lot more.

Different types of financial advice

For an adviser, it’s their aim to help you achieve your
financial goals, but that doesn’t just cover building wealth
through investment - their expertise can apply to everything
from mortgages to life insurance, pensions, saving for
retirement or handling an inheritance. Advisers can vary

in what they specialise in, and fall under a large umbrella

of services including:

Pensions

You may have several workplace pensions that you’d like to
consolidate, or you could have questions about drawing an
income from your pension. Whatever your circumstances, a
financial adviser can examine the details within your pensions
to guide you on how to approach them, considering how much
you will need to live comfortably when you retire.

Tax

You might think that there is little difference between Another
area where expert help is needed is tax. From inheritance tax
to capital gains tax or working out how much you should be
paying (and if there are ways to minimise your tax bill) - is
tricky. With the help from an adviser, you can become more
tax-efficient and make the most of any tax breaks available
to you. An adviser is'best placed to help minimise your tax
bills and get you the best returns.

Inheritance

An adviser can help you with leaving a legacy — an important
part of planning the future of your estate and making sure
your wishes are carried out when the time comes, and your
wealth is passed tax efficiently. This advice could range from
inheritance tax mitigation to making or updating your will.

Mortgages

Mortgages can be a tricky area, whether you’re a first-time
buyer, searching for the best remortgage deal or looking for
an investment property. A financial adviser can help you
navigate the process, find the right type of mortgage and
map out how your mortgage will work over the years (and
when it could be a good time to review your mortgage).
They’ll also be able to let you know your tax obligations

if your property is an investment.

Investment

A financial adviser can help you navigate the world of
investing safely, helping you take your first steps in investing
or reviewing and managing your existing investments, as well
as making you aware of any risks along the way and making
sure you keep focused on the long-term goals through any
market highs and lows. Our advisers have a broad breadth of
experience and take an objective approach — offering ongoing
advice and expertise — both of which are crucial to seeing your
investment and retirement objectives come to fruit.

Our financial advisers are here to help you make sense of your
finances, build, and manage your wealth and protect what you
have going forward - to the benefit of you and your family.

The value of investments and any income from them can
fall as well as rise and you may not get back the original
amount invested.

HM Revenue and Customs practice and the law relating
to taxation are complex and subject to individual
circumstances and changes which cannot be foreseen.

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE




Mortgages

Get the best out of
your BTL mortgage

Many fixed mortgage deals will be
approaching the end of their term
this October, so it’s a good idea to
review your buy-to-let mortgage.

With interest rates still at low levels and demand for rental
properties increasing around the country, investing in a
buy-to-let (BTL) is a popular choice for many.

Buy to let basics

A BTL mortgage is a specific type of product for those
who want to buy a property with the intention of renting
it. Because of this, there are different terms and rules
around a BTL mortgage (compared to a regular mortgage

for a property the buyer intends to live in.)

» With a BTL mortgage, the anticipated rental income
is taken into account when the lender calculates how
much you can borrow.

» A BTL mortgage could suit investors with enough equity
to put down a deposit of at least 20% of the value of the
property (but some lenders could require up to 40%.)

* Your credit record is closely scrutinised with a BTL
mortgage, as with a regular mortgage application.

Interest rates for BTL mortgages are usually
higher than a regular mortgage.

ﬁ Things to remember

If you have a BTL mortgage already and its fixed interest
rate term is coming to an end, you may be thinking about
switching products or providers to gain a better deal.
Here are some other things to look out for:

» Examine all of your options into the type of product
to suit your investment going forward. A financial
adviser is best placed to help you with this.

» Don’t forget to research any fees and charges around changing
your product too, as these could be higher than you expect.

* When changing products, you may be asked about your
property’s rental income history in order to assure any new
lenders that you are able to keep up with mortgage payments.

» Show that you have sufficient savings to cover any gaps in
rental periods when your property could be unoccupied.

» For your own peace of mind, having a cushion of savings
available to cover any essential repairs is important.

If you are looking to remortgage your BTL property or
are thinking about transferring your mortgage to a
different provider, our advisers can help you find a
product that best suits you.

Some buy to let mortgages are/is not regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority.

YOUR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE
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Pensions

M y th S a b O ut 1. You can live off the state pension alone

The current basic state pension is £137.60 per week, or
o £179.60 for the new state pension if you were born on or
r e tlr e m e nt after 6 April 1951 (for a man) and on or after 6 April 1953
(for a woman). That works out annually as £7,155 or £9,339
respectively, depending on meeting National Insurance

contribution requirements and other eligibility criteria.
When it comes to retirement, there This could be enough for those who own their home

are some ideas that can turn out to outright, to cover the very basics for everyday living but is

be quite different when you examine limiting for those who want to enjoy a more comfortable
retirement without money worries. As life expectancy

them Cl.OSGl.y. We explore five of them. rises, so does the amount of time we’ll need to fund
our lives in retirement, including long-term care

when we’re older.

2. Matching your workplace pension is enough

With an occupational (workplace) pension, the overall
minimum total contribution is 8%, with employees paying
in 5% of salary and employer contributing 3%. But this
might not be enough to give you the kind of income
you’re expecting once you’ve retired.

The good news is you can back your workplace pension
up by increasing your contributions if you’re able. Better
still, some employers also offer to pay more into your
pension to help build your retirement benefits faster, by
matching any additional contributions you make up to a
set level. If you start the ball rolling earlier, the more tax
relief you’ll receive and the more time your overall pot
will have to grow.

3. It’s possible to keep working for longer

The reality is, even if you wanted to continue working
either full — or part-time after state retirement age, you
might not be able to do so. It might be too physically
demanding or might not fit in with retirement goals like
spending more time with grandchildren, travelling or
other pursuits you’ve been looking forward to.

Getting help from a financial adviser can ensure you have
your desired level of income in retirement. You’ll then be
able to focus on keeping busy through hobbies, part-time
work or other areas like volunteering in your community.

4. After a certain point it’s too late
to save for retirement

As we’re living - and working — longer than before, while
it’s true that the sooner you start the better, life doesn’t
always go as planned so it’s never too late to start saving
for retirement. Compound investment growth can make a
big difference to the value of your pension over time.

5. You can save for retirement without help
from an adviser

Even with the best intentions when it comes to saving and
investing, doing it alone is difficult. That’s why working
with a professional investment adviser can give you
confidence about the direction of your investments. An
adviser will be able to point out the long-term benefits

of your investments and how they can pay off for you.

Speak to your adviser about making the most of your
pension investments.

OW3811 Exp. 04/01/2023
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Pension

Covering the cost of your
retirement with confidence

As you approach retirement, it’s
important to be aware of the cost

of living and how much income you’ll
need to feel financially secure.

With the cost of living going up, people approaching retirement
are finding their pension pots are not lining up with how much
they’ll need in their later years.

An online pension calculator can help start you off by giving
you an idea of how much you’ll need to live comfortably. Your
adviser is ideally placed to help you look at your own situation,
finances and future income needs and work out a suitable
plan to help you get to these goals.

Examine your assets with the help from an adviser

Everyone’s situation is different, depending on how much
you have in assets, savings, and investments. However,
there are some key issues to bear in mind to help things
along, including the issue of rising inflation, which increases
the cost of living as years go by.

Volatility in financial markets also adds to the concerns for
anyone approaching retirement when it comes to how their
pensions are performing. With expert guidance from your
financial adviser, you’ll be able to make the most of your
money for many years to come.

How to boost your pension and make more
of your money

Of course, the earlier you start putting money away, the more
time you’ll have on your side to grow your pension pot. But it
can be hard when you’re still juggling mortgage debt, family
outgoings and the general cost of day-to-day living. Even

if you’ve opted out of your workplace pension or are self-
employed and don’t have one, it’s never too late to start
your own personal pension.

We can take you through how a personal pension can
benefit you and give you more control and flexibility
around how much you put oney i
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Keeping track of workplace pension plans (if you do have them)
and thinking about consolidating them into one pot might be

a good place to start planning towards the goal of making your
retirement as financially worry-free as possible. It’s a complex

area, which your adviser can handle for you.

It’s also worth remembering that if you defer or delay your
State Pension, it will go up by 1% every nine weeks. That means
if you’re entitled to £179.60 a week and deferred your pension
by a year, you would get an extra £10.42 a week.

Make the most of your pension allowance

Most people are able to pay up to £40,000 a year into
your pension, tax free although some exemptions may
apply. If you don’t use this annual allowance, you can
‘carry forward’ the previous three years’ worth of unused
allowances providing you are still registered with the
pension and have earned in the current tax year the
amount you (or your employer) would like to contribute.

Our financial advisers can help you review your pensions and
advise on how to make the most of your investments going
forward into retirement.

The value of investments and any income from them can
fall as well as rise and you may not get back the original
amount invested.

HM Revenue and Customs practice and the law relating
to taxation are complex and subject to individual
circumstances and changes which cannot be foreseen.
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Investment

Investment Update

Persistently high inflation is putting pressure
on central banks to raise interest rates, which
unsettled markets during the first few weeks
of the year.

At the start of 2020 the World Bank issued a warning that the
global economy faces a variety of challenges, including new
Covid variants, high inflation and an uncertain geopolitical
landscape. Its economists lowered their growth forecasts the
and suggested that some richer countries might not reach
pre-pandemic levels of output until 2023, with poorer ones
taking longer.

Central bank monetary policies are another uncertain factor.
After the US Federal Reserve (Fed) said it could raise interest
rates multiple times this year and sooner than expected - to
curb inflation — stock markets dropped in early January. The
Fed is worried that inflation could spiral out of control, and
a strong labour market has added to these pressures.

Stocks in the technology sector were among the hardest hit.
The Nasdaq Index had its worst start to a new year since
2008 and European technology shares fell too. By the middle
of January conditions had stabilised, with investors reassured
by the Fed’s announcement that it would tackle the surge in
inflation. However, tech share prices suffered again towards
the end of the month.

The annual rate of inflation in the US jumped to 7%, which
is its highest level since June 1982. Several factors are
sustaining rising prices, with energy costs the largest
contributor. In the UK, figures released in January showed
inflation at a 30-year high, increasing pressure on the Bank
of England to raise rates. The euro area’s annual inflation
rate crept up to 5%, another record high for the currency
bloc. Energy prices were again the main factor.

Yet the underlying investment environment remains buoyant
with the global economy continuing to expand at a decent
pace, and companies delivering decent profits growth.
Notably, the UK’s economy has already recovered to its
pre-pandemic level following a strong period of growth in
the last few months of 2021, due in part to early Christmas
shopping and an increase in dining out.

China’s economy has been suffering from a variety of
pressures, including a heavily indebted property sector, and

it slowed at the end of 2021, which prompted a cut to one

of its key interest rates. However, full-year growth was 8.1%,
exceeding the government’s target of 6% and rebounding from
the 2.2% growth registered in 2020. With much of the world
dependent on Chinese exports, the country posted a record
trade surplus of $676 billion in 2021 — the highest since 1950.

With so many aspects of our lives shifting online during the
lockdowns and ongoing digitalisation trends, it’s not surprising
that the technology sector often dominates the headlines.
Notably, Apple became the first company to reach a market
value of $3 trillion. The company’s share price has more than
tripled since the depths of the pandemic in March 2020.

Meanwhile, Microsoft announced a massive $69 billion deal

to buy the games publisher Activision Blizzard. The move shook
the gaming industry and after news of the acquisition, rival
Sony saw $20 billion drop in its market value. The deal
promises to turn Microsoft into one of the world’s biggest
interactive entertainment players.




Investment

‘when investing

To keep your investments
from losing value or slow-
ing the growth of your as-
sets, avoid these common
investing mistakes.

There are more risks and opportunities
than ever for investors to navigate in
today’s rapidly evolving markets. Here
are four approaches we believe every
investor should follow.

1. Don’t pile into cash - stay
invested

The biggest advantage of cash is that

it offers relative safety. Cash can help
diversify a portfolio during times of
volatility and is easy to access in an
emergency. With cash you’ll be paid
interest on the money, which will be tax
free where it’s in an ISA.

You won’t lose any money by putting
your money in cash, but it tends to
offer lower returns than other asset
classes. It’s also important to know
about the impact of inflation on your
savings and investments as it can make
a huge difference to how much profit
you make. Cash is seen as a shortterm
safe haven and should not be held over
a substantial period of time to avoid the
impact of inflation.

While it’s good to have some cash
savings for a rainy day, the spending
value of your money can fall over time

if inflation is higher than the interest
rate you receive. With interest rates on
cash investments at historically low
levels, and well below the inflation rate,
millions have seen the value of their
savings eroded in recent years. To make
money on your investment you’ll need to
find an account or investment that gives
you a greater return than the current
rate of inflation.

2. Don’t go chasing fads — think
about the long term

Short-term gains can seem appealing
for investors, but if you don’t want to
lose your savings, it’s best to not believe
the hype about the latest investment
craze. Choosing the wrong investment
can be a costly mistake. Many investors
are turning to social media platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
TikTok and other unregulated sources for
information about investing.

While it may seem tempting to get
investment recommendations this
way, it puts you at significant risk
from volatile stocks or even fraud. It’s
easy to jump on the bandwagon, but
momentum is typically falling by the
time most people join.

3. Don’t put all your eggs in one
basket — diversify

One of the biggest mistakes when
investing is putting all your eggs in one
basket as it can leave you exposed to
fluctuations in the market. If you’ve
invested in one stock and something
unexpected happens and it plummets,
you could find your nest egg suddenly
disappearing.

One way to lower risk is by spreading
your wealth over a wider range of
investments so it’s not concentrated
in one place (known as diversification).
By diversifying your portfolio you

can reduce the risk that all of your
investments will experience the same
negative impact at the same time.

Ideally, you should be looking to build a
diverse portfolio with a mix of different
investments in line with your attitude to
risk. A balanced portfolio will contain a
mixture of asset classes, such as stocks,
bonds, and alternatives.

4. Sit tight when it’s right

When markets wobble it can be
tempting for investors to sell their
shares to avoid any further losses. It’s
easy to react to short-term losses but
the best thing you can do is most often
precisely nothing.

Timing the market involves buying and
selling investments when you think
they will rise or fall at exactly the right
moment. It’s a difficult strategy that
rarely works and there are too many
unpredictable factors.

If you sell into a falling market you will
lock in your losses and it could take
you years to get back to where you
were. While markets can fall sharply,
given time they can rebound, so instead
make sure you take the long view. Stock
markets have a history of recovering
from downturns. If you see your
investment drop, don’t worry. Just keep
your cool and sit tight.

It pays to seek advice

A financial adviser can help you work out
how to achieve your long-term financial
goals, while taking inflation into account
so it doesn’t eat up your returns. Your
adviser will speak to you about your
attitude towards risk and the level you
are comfortable with, helping you make
the right investment choices..

The value of investments and any
income from them can fall as well
as rise and you may not get back the
original amount invested.




Protection

What 1s income
protection?

Income protection insurance pays out
a percentage of your monthly income
if you are unable to work.

Your income is important and keeps your family secure. So, if
you are in a situation where you’d like to protect it if anything
happened, you might want some income protection.

How does income protection work?

Income protection is an insurance policy, so you pay a monthly
or annual premium for it like any other type of insurance. If
you can’t work because of sickness, disability, or other reasons
(depending on your policy criteria), you will receive a regular
income until you either return to paid work, retire, pass away
or the policy term comes to an end.

The amount that is paid could be anything from 60% to 65%
of your pre-tax income, and payments (which are tax free) will
start after a pre-agreed waiting period, which could be weeks
or months. You’ll pay more in premiums if the waiting period is
shorter, and the percentage of your income is larger.

Income protection is different to life insurance or critical illness
cover, both of which do not pay regular amounts but instead
give you one-off lump sums in the event of your death or the
diagnosis of a critical illness. That’s why it’s important to seek
financial advice if you are thinking about getting coverage.

Who could benefit from income protection?

If you work in a high-risk profession or have high-risk hobbies,
you might want income protection in case you’re unable to
work because of an accident. If you’ve suffered an illness

and feel you’re at risk of being unable to work because of it,
income protection could provide peace of mind, too.

Some things to consider if you are thinking about
getting income protection include:

if you have a good level of statutory sick pay from
your employer, you may not need more cover.

is it the best option for you and your situation?
For example, do you (or your partner or spouse)
have sufficient savings to help provide an income
if you were unable to work?

@ can you keep up with the premiums?

will you find any exclusions in your policy difficult
to manage?

@ are you close enough to retirement to not need
income protection?

How are premiums calculated?

As with any insurance policy to do with your life and health,
factors like your age, health condition, if you smoke, your
occupation and others (like how much of your income you
would like to receive, and how soon you would like payments
to start) will be considered when your premium is calculated.

Our Protection Advisers will be able to give you advice and
guide you through what type of policy works best for you,
helping you find value for money as well as some peace of
mind knowing your income is protected.

Our advisers can help you find an income protection policy
to suit your needs and keep your family secure.
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